












































CONWNSTITUVUTIOW 


OF THE 


AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 





Articte 1. This Society shall be called ‘The American Colonization 
Society.”’ 

ArrTIcLE 2. The object to which its attention is to be exclusively directed 
is, to promote and execute a pian for colonizing, with their own consent, 
the free people of color residing in our country, in Africa, or in such other 
place as Congress.shall deem expedient. And the Society shall act, to 
effect this object, in co-operation with the General Government and such 
of the States as may adopt regulations on the subject. 


Articix 3. Every citizen of the United States who shall have paid to 
the funds of the Society the sum of one dollar, shall be a member of the 
Society for one year from the time of such payment. Any citizen who 
shall have paid the sum of thirty dollars, shall be a member for life. And 
any citizen paying the sum of one thousand dollars, shall be a Diree- 
tor fur life. Foreigners muy be made members by a vote of the Society or 
of the Directors. 


ARTICLE 4. The Society shall meet annually at Washington, on the 
third Tuesday in January, and at such other times and places as they shall 
direct. At the annual meeting, a President and Vice-President shall be 
chosen, who sha!] perform the duties appropriate to those offices. 


Articie 5, There shall be a Board of Directors composed of the Diree- 
tors for life, and of Delegates from the several State Societies and Societies 
for the District of Columbia and Territories of the United States. Each of 
such S cieties shall be entitled to one delegate for every five hundred dol- 
lars paid into the treasury of this Society within the year previous to the 
annual meeting. 


Articie 6. The Board shall annually appoint one or more Secretaries, 
a Treasurer, and an Executive Committee of seven persons; all of whom 
shall ex officio be members of the Board. The President of tne Society 
shall also be a Director ex officio and President of the Board; but in his 
absence at any meeting a Chairman shall be appointed to preside. 


ARTICLE 7. The Board of Directors shall meet annually in Washington, 
immediately after the annual meeting of the Society, and at such other 
times and places as it shall appoint, or at the request of the Executive 
Committee, and at the request of any three of the Auxiliary State Societies, 
communicated to the Corresponding Secretary. Seven Directors shall 
form a quorum for the transaction of business. 


ARTIcL¥ 8. The Executive Committee shall meet according to its own 
appointment or at the call of the Secretary. This Committee shall have 
discretionary power to transact the business of the Society, subject only to 
such limitations as are found in its charter, in this Constitution, and in the 
votes that have been passed, or may hereafter be passed by the Board of 
Directors. The Secretary and Treasurer shall be members of the Commit- 
tee ex officio, with the right to deliberate, but not to vote. The Committee 
is authorized to fill all vacancies in its own body; to appoint a Secretary 
or Treasurer whenever such offices are vacant; and to appoint and direct 
such Agents as may be necessary for the service of the Society. At every 
upnual meeting the Committee shall report their doings to the Society, 
and to the Board of Directors. 


ARTICLE 9. This Constitution may be amended upon a proposition to 
that effect, made and approved at any meeting of the Board of Directors, 
or made by any of the Auxiliary Societies represented in the Board of Di- 
rectors, transmitted to the Secretary, and published in the official paper of 
the Suciety three months before the annual meeting; provided such amend- 
om ive the sanction of two-thirds of the rd at its next annual 
meeting. 
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FIFTIETH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE AMERICAN 
COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


Jaxnvary 165, 1867. 


The American Colonization Society commemorates the Semi- 
Centennial Anniversary of its formation. Profound thanks 
are offered to God for marked progress in its noble work and 
for the wider field of activity opened, and that its labors 


during the year just closed have been more extended and 
beneficial than for many years past. 


OBITUARIES. 


In the course of the year 1866, intelligence was received of 
the death of four of the Vice-Presidents of the Society, who 
died in the Southern States while intercourse was suspended. 
They were Dr. Tnomas Masstez, of Virginia; Rev. WritraM B. 
Jounson, D. D., of South Carolina; Epwin R. Aubert, Esq., of 
Florida; and Hon. Joun J. Onmonp, of Alabama. These were 
devout and earnest men, unwearied in their labors for the 
spread of Christianity and the welfare of the colored race. 

Since the last meeting seven more of the Vice-Presidents of 
the Society have been removed. The first who was called 
away was James Boorman, Esq., of New York, a liberal giver 
to promote the benevolent enterprises of the times and a model 
of Christian integrity and judgment. Following him in rapid 
succession were Lieut. Gen. WinFrieLD Scorr, whose goodness 
of heart and humanity shone not less brightly than his mili- 
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tary genius and love of country; Dr. Taomas Hopexnn, of 
London, who spent his life in the service of his fellow-creatures 
of all races, and was universally esteemed for his consistency 
of character and the utter unselfishness of his devotion to this 
and every good cause; Wriii1aM W. Seaton, Esq., long anactive 
and highly prized member of the Executive Committee of this 
Society, and its public advocate and defender, he has left 
behind him a bright example of disinterested benevolence; 
Gen. Joun H. Cocker, of Virginia, for many years spared as 
the Senior Vice-President of the Society, and who had fervently 
labored for his servants by furnishing the facilities for their 
spiritual improvement, and the settlement of some and the 
preparation of others to enjoy their freedom in Liberia; DANrEL 
CHanvier,. Esq., of Alabama, justly held in high esteem for his 
piety and philanthropic character; and Commodore Roserr F. 
Srockxton, of New Jersey, eminent for civic acquirements and 
naval renown, and for intrepidity in meeting and successfully 
surmounting the bitter opposition of the natives, and in 
securing the territory upon which has arisen Monrovia, the 
capital city of the Liberian Republic. 

It is fitting here to notice the great loss sustained by 
the Society in the decease of Jonn P. Crozer, Esq., of Penn- 
sylvania, a man of rare generous sympathies and abounding 
liberality, long identified with the religious and charitable in- 
stitutions of the eountry. Bound to our cause by the heroic 
dedication and sacrifice of a younger brother—Dr. Samuel A. 
Crozer, who was the first agent and physician appointed by 
the Society, and who sailed with the first company of emi- 
grants dispatched to Western Africa—he was always much 
interested in our labors and progress, and frequently attended 
and participated in the deliberations of the Board of Diree- 
tors, where he was distinguished by a sound judgment, catholic 
disposition, uniform courtesy, and genuine kindness. By his 
will he made provision for the promotion of the purposes of 
our organization to the extent of five thousand dollars. 

Death has also removed from the ranks of the patrons and 
efficient friends of the Society, Francis Hauu. Esq., of New 
York; Witt1AM Crang, Esq., of Baltimore; and Hon. Asra- 
HAM Hanson, the first Commissioner and Consul General of 
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the United States to Liberia, whose address at our last annual 
meeting was full of interest and encouragement. 

In the departure of these constant and able advocates of the 
cause of African colonization, the members and friends of the 
Society are admonished of the uncertainty of all human sup- 
ports, and of the necessity of arousing themselves to higher 
efforts in the light of the ever shining glory of these excellent 
and lamented men. 


FINANCES. 


The actual receipts during the year were: From donations 
$10,895 18; from legacies $37,644 70, and from other sources 
$10,835 26; making a total of $59,375 14; and the disburse- 
ments forthe same period were; For the support of emigrants 
on the passage, and six months after landing in Liberia, 
$40,807 27; toward the purchase of the ship Golconda and 
fitting her for our service and for sea, $13,000; for running 
expenses of her present voyage, $6,000 13; improvements in 
Liberia, $6,645 48; the Government of Liberia for support of 
Recaptured Africans; $1,873 35, and for other purposes 
$14,816 23; making a total of $83,142 46—compelling us to 
realize invested funds to meet the difference, $25,005. 

Had it not been for a temporary fund on hand, the Society 
would have been necessarily obliged to fail to meet the increased 
demand upon it, or become seriously embarrassed. We have 
a ship that can comfortably carry six hundred and sixty 
emigrants at a time, and make two voyages a year. To enable 
her to do that much, we need at least ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND 
DOLLARS. 


PURCHASE OF A PACKET. 


To accommodate the numerous applicants for passage and 
settlement in Liberia, and the great economy and pressing 
necessity of having a vessel of our own, adapted to our wants, 
it was determined to purchase, in September last, the ship Gol- 
conda, 1016 tons, or 303 tons larger than the packet “Mary 
Caroline Stevens,” whose place she takes in the service of the 
Society between this country and Liberia. 
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The purchase was not effected until after a thorough ex- 
amination of the markets for vessels on charter or for sale. 
She was secured at a very reasonable price for cash. 

To Dr. James Hall is the Society indebted for the selection, 
purchase and fitting out of this ship, which was done at 
Boston, and for the following description of her: 


“THE SHIP GOLCONDA 


Was built in Warren, Maine, of Chesapeake oak, in 1853, 
consequently is now thirteen years old. She ranks Al} on 
the Boston underwriters’ lists, and insures at as low rates 
as any other ship of her age, or in fact of any age. She is a 
very sightly, handsome ship, with very little show, heavily 
sparred, especially aloft, having a handsome round stern, and 
good figure-head ; sits gracefully on the water, either at anchor 
or under way. 

Within the past three years she has undergone most thor- 
ough repair—having had a new upper deck, new lower masts 
and bowsprit, and diagonal cross braces between her hanging 
knees, both in her lower hold and between decks. In 1865, she 
was metaled very high up on her bends. In opening after 
purchase, her timbers were pronounced by the port inspectors 
sound and in good condition for her age. Of some forty or 
fifty exposals, only two or three proved in any degree decayed. 

Although not technically a clipper ship, she is of a fine 
model—sharp medium, sails very fust when fully laden, draw- 
ing twenty-four feet, but in the trim the service of the Society 
will require of her—sixteen to eighteen feet draft, she will 
doubtless prove one of the fastest ships afloat. 

Her construction peculiarly fits her for an emigrant ship— 
having a height between decks of eight feet, her lower deck 
flush fore and aft. Three large ventilators and three hatehes 
arranged for being kept open in all weathers, guarantee 4 
sufficiency of ventilation for the large number of emigrants 
she is prepared to accommodate. 

Her cooking apparatus is of the first order. Her galley is 
very large, and contains two large cambooses and a patent 
baker. A barrel of salted provisions with rice or potatoes t 
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match, can be cooked at one time, and a barrel of meal or flour 
be baked into bread during the process. Arrangemerits are 
made for feeding and nursing from five to six hundred adult 
emigrants. 

The deck cabin, being what is called a full poop—will ac- 
commodate from ten to fifteen passengers, besides master and 
officers. The forecastle, for the crew, is on deck forward. 

Taking the ship allin all, perhaps she is as well fitted for the 
purposes of the Society as if she had been constructed under 
the direction of its agents—save and except the article of 
tanks—for which water casks were of necessity substituted ; 
and we may reasonably expect that she will last and insure 
at fair rates, for many years from the time of purchase.” 


EMIGRATION OF THE YEAR. 


It was hoped early in the year that a sufficient number of 
applicants for passage to Liberia, would be ready to justify 
the charter of a small vessel for their despatch May 1; but as 
the time approached, they either gave up their intention of 
going, or concluded to remain for alater opportunity. During 
the summer, however, 1165 applicants were enrolled to embark 
November 1. , 

Arrangements were iade to accommodate 660 of these—the 
full capacity of the ship—as follows :—Columbia, 8. C., 150; 
Newberry, 8.C., 150 ; Knoxville, Tenn., 150; Macon, Georgia, 
150; Sparta, Georgia, 46; and Philadelphia, Penna., 14. 

The Golconda was provisioned at Boston, and sailed thence, 
on Saturday, October 20, tor Charleston, 8. C., as the nearest 
and most convenient port for their embarkation. Adverse 
winds and a severe gale off Cape Hatteras prevented her arrival 
at that port until Thursday, November 8, by which time the 
companies from Macon, Georgia, and from Knoxville, Ten- 
nessee, had reached there; the former, with a few more than 
were expected, and the latter with a few less. That from 
Newberry, 8S. C., followed in due season with full ranks, while but 
forty-three came from Columbia, 8. C.—upwards of two-thirds 
of the number having become frightened by false reports, or 
induced by the offers of contractors and planters to go as 
laborers to Tennessee and to Florida. Those relied upon from 
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Sparta, Georgia, were hindered by the sickness of the headman 
and the death of two of his children, and the Philadelphia 
party were subsequently sent in a trading vessel from New 
York. These failures were made good,in part, by some of the 
residents of Charleston, 8S. C., who made application and were 
accepted while the ship lay there. 


The Golconda was got in readiness, and on the afternoon of 


Wednesday, November 21, being the first day of high water 
on the bar after her arrival at Charleston; she was towed 
safely out to sea, and set sail for Liberia. May her voyage 
have been as favorably prosecuted as it was auspiciously begun! 

She started with exactly six hundred emigrants on board, of 
whom 194 were from Macon, Georgia; 167 from Newberry, 
8. C.; 144 from Knoxville, Tennessee; 52 from Charleston, 
S. C., and 43 from Columbia, 8. C. Of these 206 are to settle 
at Sinou; 181 at Carysburg; 155 at Cape Mount, and 58 at 
Cape Palmas. 

A large proportion of the emigrants are professors of religion, 
of whom it is known that 70 are Methodists, 56 are Baptists, 13 
are Presbyterians, and 2 are Episcopalians. Among them isa 
regularly organized church—“ Tae Macon Baptist Caurcu 
or Sinovu County, Lrser1a”—consisting of pastor, two deacons, 
and twenty-six members. 

A high degree of intelligence is shown in that 77 can read, 
20 can both read and write, and 2 have had the advantages of 
a collegiate education. 

The trades or occupations are represented by 78 farmers, 
33 laborers, 15 carpenters, 13 shoemakers, 9 bricklayers, 9 
blacksmiths, 4 wheelwrights, 3 coopers, 3 tailors, 2 millers, 2 
cooks, 1 iron-moulder, 1 silversmith, 1 ginmaker, 1 waterman, 
1 gunsmith, 1 engineer, 1 goldsmith, 1 dentist, and 1 photo- 
grapher. 

The Golconda had five cabin passengers, among whom are 
the venerable Rev. John Seys—for the past thirty years iden- 
tified with the interests of Liberia and of the cause of African 
Colonization, now returning as Minister Resident and Consul 
General of the United States to that Republic, and Rev. H. W. 
Erskine—son of one of the most estimable colored ministers who 
ever went to the African coast, who was educated in Liberia, 
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entered the ministry, and is now Attorney General of that 
rising State. This was his first visit to the land of his birth, 
made in part to take with him an aged sister and her husbana, 
with their children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren, 
lately made free, and now juyfully accompanying him. 

Three emigrants from Cambridgeport, Mass., sailed in the 
Forest Oak, from Salem, Mass., December 21, intending to 
locate at Monrovia. 

Eighteen persons were sent at an outlay of $1,420 42 by 
the Pennsylvania Colonization Society, in the trader Edith 
Rose, from New York, viz: four for Monrovia, March 24, and 
fourteen for Grand Bassa County, December 5. They are re- 
ported as intelligent, religious, and unusually vigorous, and 
like those by the Golconda, were well supplied with agricultural 
implements, mechanical tools, books, Bibles, and the requisites 
to render industry and economy sources of comfort and plenty. 

The expenses of colonizing these six hundred and twenty- 
one emigrants, being the largest number sent in any one year 
since 1854, have been much greater than heretofore per capita. 

These were, with but few exceptions, of the class known as 
“ freedmen,” and are now doubtless rejoicing in the full bless- 
ings of the Gospel, with perfect civil and social freedom and 
equality, and all the rights and privileges of manhood, in a 
clime and on a continent where the highest elevation and use- 
fulness of which they are capable, are eminently promised by 
nature and Providence. 


APPLICATIONS. 


Since the departure of the Golconda from Boston, applica 
tions have been received with the names of 78 persons at 
Winnesboro, S. C.; 25 at Lagrange, Georgia; 78 at Columbus, 
Georgia; 178 at Newberry, 8. C., and 291 at Mullins Depot, 
S.C.; in all, 642, for passage to Liberia. Companies are 
known to be forming, each promising to be at least 150 strong, 
at Macon, Georgia; at Florence, S.C; at Apalachicola, Florida, 
and at Newbern, N. C., while smaller parties have applied from 
other places; among which may be named Edenton, N. C., and 
Albemarle county, Virginia, all hoping to set sail the coming 
spring for “ Fatherland.” 
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Inquiries for information about Liberia and how to get there 
continue to reach the office of the Society, showing that 
multitudes are using the means, which they never had before, 
of learning the actual condition and real promise of a country 
which appeals to them with its ancestral claims and offers 
them such advantages as they can hope to obtain nowhere 
else on the face of the earth. 

It is to be distinctly understood that each and all of the 
movements which resulted in the unusually large emigration 
by the Golconda, and those just referred to, were, and are, 
purely local and spontaneous. The people sought the Society 
in each and every instance. 


SHALL THEY GO? 


Ought not these people, also, to be helped? Shall we close 
our hands against those who prefer a home in Liberia and seek 
of us the needful aid ? 

If they desire and choose to go to Africa i is it not our duty 
to aid and encourage them to do so? Can we, in any better 
way, repay them for their services, or make amends fer the 
past, than by restoring them to their long lost heritage in their 
fatherland? And shall we fail to supply Africa with intelli- 
gent Christian industry in the persons of her own offspring? 

“As teachers, missionaries, and colonies they will go self- 
moved, and the waves of the Atlantic, that heard the wail and 
the groans from the hold of the slave ship, will yet resound the 
song, the psalm, and the prayer from the lips of colored people 
returning to found empire and Christian civilization in Africa. 
How vast then are the results of the problem of the colored 
people in America? They involve all sections and populations 
here, and extend their influence over two continents. Such a 
problem may well claim the sympathy and the thought of the 
nation.” 


LIBERIA INVITES THEM. 
In his last annual message, President Warner thus dwells 


upon the advantages which Liberia is offering to the people of 
color : 
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“On the subject of immigration we cannot but feel a deep 
interest. Our need of population is immediate and urgent. 
Our immense resources cannot be developed—the fruits of the 
earth, spontaneously produced, cannot be gathered—the fat of 
the land cannot be made available, simply for the want of 
minds and hands to engage in the necessary operations. 
Surely with the vast latent capabilities of this country, we 
have the ability to become a Power, by no means to be despised 
in the agricultural and commercial world. 

We have again and again invited our brethren in the United 
States to come over and help us fill up the vast solitudes, which 
for centuries have remained uninhabited ; while they, in exile 
in the western hemisphere, are jostled and elbowed and 
trampled upon by an oppressive race. But my hopes are as 
strong as ever, and my confidence remains unshaken in the 
destiny of Liberia. She is yet to be the asylum for the op- 
pressed American negro and a beacon for the guidance of the 
benighted tribes of this continent. 1 may not be able to predict 
the methods by which Africa’s exiled sons are to be restored 
to her bosom; but I feel certain such an occurrence will in 
some way or other take place.” 

Rev. Edward W. Blyden, lately Secretary of State of Liberia, 


‘and now Fulton Professor of Languages in Liberia Coliege, on 


a recent occasion said : 

“Any one who has traveled at all in Western Africa, espe- 
cially in the interior of Liberia, and has seen how extensive 
and beautiful a country, marvelously fertile, lies uninhabited 
with its attractive and perennial verdure overspreading the 
hills and valleys, cannot but come to the conclusion that this 
beauteous domain is in reserve for a people who are to come 
and cultivate it; and we can see no people so well prepared 
and adapted for this work as the negroes of the United States. 
They are nowin America carried away by fascinating and 
absorbing speculations about the rights and privileges they are 
to enjoy in that land. Numerous politicians are endeavoring 
to advance their own ambitious purposes by agitating ques- 
tions of the black man’s future in the United States. But unless 
they can succeed in thoroughly altering the estimation of the 
negro entertained by the mass of white men in that country; 
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unless they can effectually remove the predominant, if not in- 
stinctive feeling that he is, in some way, an alien and an inferior 
being ; unless they can succeed in bringing to pass general and 
honorable amalgamation, soas to render the social and domestic 
interests of the two people identical—they will contribute really 
nothing to the solution of the black man’s difficulties. The 
agitation they are keeping up will result only in the determina- 
tion by the white man, in the different States, of the exact 
proportion of self-government to be doled out to the man of 
color, and it matters not what may be the extent of political 
rights and privileges which may be thus conferred; deprived 
of the ability to rise in the social seale, according to his per- 
sonal merit, as Europeans can, the black man will always find 
his condition anomalous and galling. a . . 
Black men of refinement and energy of character will feel 
more sensitively than ever the burden of existence in America; 
they will appreciate more and more keenly the enormous difii- 
culties in the way of their ever enjoying full political rights 
and privileges in a country in which they must maintain an 
ever increasing numerical inferiority. They will find that 
under such circumstances, in a popular government, a people 
cannot grow in all the elements of a true and perfect manhood, 
but must limp through life with crippled energies, always 
in the rear of their superiors in number. They will then 
come to a wiser interpretation of their mission and destiny. 
Abandoning the disappointing and fretful illusions which harass 
them in the land of their birth, they will look abroad for some 
scene of untrammeled growth; and Africa will, without doubt, 
be the final home and field of operation for thousands if not 
millions of them. And the powerful agency that will thus be 
brought into that land—of family influences, and the diversified 
appliances of civilized life in the various mechanical, agricul- 
tural, commercial, and civil operations, will rapidly renovate 
the spirit and character of the African communities; and 
whole tribes, brought under the pervading influence of Chris- 
tian principles, will be incorporated among us. And then, 
Anglo-American Christianity, liberty, and law, under the pro- 
tection of the Liberian flag, will have nothing to impede their 
indefinite spread over that immense continent.” 
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NATIONAL PROGRESS. 


Liberia is gradually growing in the elements of national 
stability. Coffee and sugar are more extensively planted than 
ever, and the manufacture of cotton cloth has increased during 
the past year. The two important articles of soap and salt, 
are likely soon to cease to be imported—apparatus having 
been sent to manufacture them on a large scale. 

The natural riches of that region are enormous, and are such 
as sooner or later, will support a commerce to which that at 
present existing on the coast is merely fractional. The Libe- 
rians own and runa fleet of “coasters,” collecting palm oil, 
camwood, ivory, gold dust, &c. A schooner of eighty tons 
was built, costing $11,000, and loaded last fall at New York, 
from money and the proceeds of African produce sent for that 
purpuse by an enterprising merchant of Grand Bassa County. 
A firm at Monrovia are having a vessel built in one of the 
ship yards of New York, to cost $15,000, which it is expected 
will be ready to sail about the middle of February next. 

Bishop Payne, for the past thirty years connected with the 
Episcopal Mission on the West Coast of Africa, and now tem- 
porarily in this country, thus describes what he witnessed at 
Monrovia on his recent homeward voyage : 

“ We enter Monrovia roads, and find two vessels at anchor. 
One a brigantine of 137 tons, English built, is owned by Dr. 
S. F. McGill and Brothers. She is commanded by Captain 
Kelly, Liberian, and a navigator. The other is a regular Eng- 
lish brig, just out, consigned to the firm just named with a full 
cargo, and to be loaded entirely by them. Boats are passing 
rapidly to and from the shore loaded with palm oil and sugar. 
Her “ lay-days,” or days for loading, are forty, but she will be 
freighted in thirty days. Dr. McGill ships on board of her 
thirty thousand gallons palm oil and twenty-five thousand 
pounds of sugar, from the St. Paul’s river. 

Just as we come to anchor, several boats come alongside 
the bark Thomas Pope, loaded with sugar. It is freight from 
Mr. Jesse Sharp, one of the prosperous sugar planters on the 
St. Paul’s. Mr. Sharp judiciously purchased a small steam 
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sugar mill for $2,500, and paid for it the first year. For four- 
teen days we are receiving cargo, all from Monrovia. We ship 
thirty-six thousand gallons palm oil, sixty-two thousand pounds 
of sugar, near fourteen thousand pounds of coffee, seven hun- 
dred pounds of ivory, besides sundry smaller amounts as 
freight.” 

The same devoted laborer for the redemption of Africa, 
affords the following cheering account of what he saw of the 
thrift, comfort, and progress aleng the St. Paul's river, during 
a trip made Friday, April 20, 1866 : 

“Emerging from Stockton Creek, we feel we are in a civil- 
ized country. On the right, in Lower Caldwell, is the neat 
establishment of Mr. Powers. Here too is a modest frame 
building with quite as modest a congregation, called St. Peter's 
Episcopal Church. Proceeding up the river, we saw two Bap- 
tist and Methodist churches, each of brick, on either side of 
the river. Just opposite to Mr. Powers’, on the Virginia side 
of the river, is the neat, home-like residence of Rev. John 
W. Roberts, Bishop of the Liberia Methodist Church. The 
settlement of Virginia, here extends back three or four miles 
from the river. Above Mr. Roberts’, we soon see the fine brick 
houses of Mr. William Blackledge, and Rev. A. F. Russell. 
Presently we come to Clay-Ashland, where besides Grace 
(Episcopal) Church are three others. Here are many fine 
brick houses, the township of Clay-Ashland, extending back 
four or five miles, and now we never lose sight again of culti- 
vated fields, and comfortable brick houses. Best amongst 
these are those of the Messrs. Cooper, DeCoursey, Anderson, 
Howland, and Washington, sugar planters. By the time we 
reach the Gandilla farm, we have passed four steam mills all 
hard at work. There are many wooden mills besides those 
propelled by steam. An intelligent friend has given us the 
following, as an approximate estimate of the sugar crop on the 
St. Paul's, in 1866: Sharp, 120,000 Ibs. ; Cooper, 30,000 Ibs. ; 
Anderson, 35,000 lbs. ; Howland, 40,000 Ibs. ; Roe, 30,000 Ibs. ; 
sundry smaller farmers, 150,000 ; total 575,000lhs. The coffee 
crop also, is considerable, though we are not able to state how 
much.” 
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EVIDENCES OF NATIONAL REGARD. 


Several of the leading Powers of the world have recently 
given evidence of their regard for Liberia. By order of the 
Emperor of Russia, a first-class Russian frigate made a com- 
plimentary visit, in January, to Monrovia. Sweden and Nor- 
way also sent a national vessel on a similar errand—the first 
arrivals of the armed representatives of these two northern 
European nations in the waters of the African Republic. The 
celebrated ship Kearsarge lately called on her way home from 
the Mediterranean—the first American cruiser ordered there 
since the beginning of the war. 

The highest diplomatic representative accredited to Liberia is 
from the United States—the title being lately changed to that 
of Minister Resident and Consul General. _And Congress, at 
its last session, passed an act authorizing the Secretary of the 
Navy to sell to the Government of Liberia, on a long credit, 
such gunboat as could be spared and would answer their wants. 

The Secretary of the Navy states that a vessel of the char- 
acter and capacity described, or that would be suitable for the 
Liberian Government, is not in his Department. It is hoped 
that this intended act of kindness from the mother to the 
daughter Republic may not fail, but be happily carried out, as 
peculiarly expressive of the good feelings of the citizens of 
this country, and as promotive of American interests in that 
region—which the policy of England and her line of monthly 
mail steamers are fast diverting. 

Holland, and Sweden and Norway, have created consulate 
officers to reside at Monrovia, and it is expected that a treaty 
of amity and commerce will soon be concluded between Russia 
and Liberia. 


LIBERIA COLLEGE. 


The College is doing as well as could be expected. One will 
graduate at the end of the collegiate year, and five from the 
Preparatory department will be prepared to enter. 

Prof. Blyden of the College, a man of marked ability and 
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learning, lately visited and spent a short time at the Syrian 
Protestant College, Mount Lebanon, for the purpose of learn- 
ing the Arabic, so that he might, on his return, teach it to the 
Liberian students. He was led to this step by learning that 
the native Mohammedans visiting that Republic were greatly 
delighted with a box of Arabic Testaments sent there from 
Syria through this country. It is thought that this language 
is making rapid encroachments in Western Africa by the 
exertions of native negro Mohammedans, and that it is be- 
coming very important that Liberian young men who intend 
entering on the missionary work, or residing in the interior, 


should have some knowledge of it. 


GENERAL SURVEY. 


As we close this annual record, we turn our eyes to survey 
the way in which the Lord hath led us this fifty years. 

The American Colonization Society was founded in Wash- 
ington, D. C., December 21, 1816, by eminent individuals 
from the several States, memorably prominent among whom 
was the Rev. Robert Finley, D. D. A constitution was adopted 
at an adjourned meeting held in the Hall ofthe House of Re- 
presentatives on the “following Saturday,” December 28, and 
officers elected January 1, 1817. Not one, it is believed, of 
those who took part in these proceedings, or of the officers 
chosen at the first meeting, are living to witness its semi-cen- - 
tennial anniversary ! 

The Society has had five Presidents, viz: 

January 1, 1817, Hon. Bushrod Washington. 

January 18, 1830, Hon. Charles Carroll, of Carrollton. 
January 20, 1833, Ex-President James Madison. 
December 15, 1836, Hon. Henry Clay. 

January 19, 1853, Hon. John H. B. Latrobe. 

The whole amount of its receipts during the fifty years has 
been $2,140,507.77; and the State Colonization Societies received, 
while acting in an independent capacity, as nearly as we can 
arrive at it, $417,399.33, making a grand total of $2,558,907.10. 
The Society has given passage to 11,909 persons of color, 
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sent in 147 vessels or voyages, and what is a remarkable Prov- 
idence, not one of the vessels with emigrants on board has 
been permitted to be wrecked or lost! Of these people 4,501 
were born free, 344 purchased their freedom, 5,957 were emanci- 
pated for the purpose of going to Liberia, the status of 68 is 
unknown, 346 were sent, in 1865, from Barbados, W. I., and 
793 have left this country since the termination of the war, 
mostly of the class popularly known as “freedmen.” 1,227 
more have been settled at “Maryland in Liberia,” by the 
Maryland State Colonization Society. The total emigration, 
therefore, under colonization auspices and expense, has been 
12,136. 

The Government of the United States has made the settle- 
ments founded hy the Society the asylum of 5,722 Recaptured 
Africans, mostly taken on the high seas by its men-of-war. 

The Society has strictly confined its labors to the “colon- 
izing, with their own consent, the free people of color residing 
in our country, in Africa.” 

Rev. Samuel J. Mills and Rev. Ebenezer Burgess, went on 
board the “Electra,” at Philadelphia, for London, November 
16, 1817. They set sail in the “ Mary” from London, February 
3, 1818, and arrived at Sierra Leone March 22, followi ing. They 
selected Sherbro Island, about 120 miles from that estebeated 
British Colony, and left thence for the United States, May 22, 
having passed just two months on the West coast of Africa. 
Mr. Mills died onthe homeward voyage. His worthy colleague 
still lives in a good old age. 

The ship “Elizabeth,” the Mayflower of Liberia, sailed from 
New York, February 6, 1820, with 88 emigrants, and arrived at 
Sierra Leone, March 9. These pioneers were landed at Cam- 
pelar, Sherbro Island, March 20, 1820. This place was soon 
abandoned, and the survivors removed to Fourah Bay. 

A treaty was signed at and for Mesurado, December 15, 1821, 
the colonists removed, and the American flag raised there, April 
25, 1 

The several settlements, with one exception, were formed 
into a Commonwealth—the Legislature of which began its first 
session, August 30, 1839. 
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The people, in convention assembled, July 26, 1847, consti- 
tuted and declared themselves a “free, sovereign, and indpen- 
dent State, by the name and title of the Republic of Liberia.” 

The flag of the new Republic was raised, August 24, 1847, 
with demonstrations of joy and gratitude. 

The territory owned by the Liberia government extends 
some six hundred miles along the West African coast, and 
reaches back indefinitely toward the interior, the native title 
to which has been fairly purchased. 

It has brought within its elevating infiuence at least 200,000 
of the native inhabitants, who are gradually acquiring the arts, 
comforts, and conveniences of civilized life. It has a regularly 
organized government, modeled after our own, with all the 
departments in successful operation. Schools, seminaries, a 
College, and some fifty churches belonging to seven different 
denominations, are in a hopeful condition. Towns and cities 
are being built where once the slave-trade flourished with all 
its untold cruelty, bloodshed, and carnage. Agriculture is ex- 
tending and commerce is increasing. 

Liberia has exercised, for nigh twenty years, all the powers 
and attributes of an independent Government, and has been 
recognized as such by the leading Powers of the world. 

“For fifty years after their first landingon American shores, 
our ancestors scarcely succeeded in holding their numbers and 
possessions good ; and yet the result of their feeble beginnings 
has, in some two centuries, culminated in a nation numbering 
more millions of men than there were then hundreds, and ex- 
tending in width thousands of miles from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific Ocean. 

Reasoning from analogy, it would seem.as if the expectations 
of some of the friends of Africa are scarcely too sanguine—that 
less than two centuries will yet pass away before Africa, from 
the'Atlantic to the Indian Ocean, will constitute a great repub- 
lican United States of Africa, equalling that of the United 
States of America in population and in territory, rivaling it in 
every useful art and accomplishment, and alone affording by 
means of an overflowing superabundance of tropical products, 
a foreign commerce greater in magnitude than that which the 
interchanges of the world now afford.” 
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50 ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION 
SOCIETY. 


The Annual Meeting of the American Colonization Society 
was held in Trinity Episcopal Church, corner of C and Third 
streets, Washington, D. C., on Tuesday, January 15, 1867, at 
74 o'clock, p. m.; the President, Hon. John H. B. Latrobe, in 
the chair. 

Rev. R. R. Gurley invoked the Divine blessing. 

President Latrobe made a brief address on the Society reach- 
ing its Semi-Centennial Anniversary. 

Extracts from the Annual Report were read by Mr. Coppinger, 
Corresponding Secretary of the Society, who also presented 
communications from President Warner, dated September 
6, 1866, and Mr. Henry W. Johnson, Jr., October 15, 1866, of 
Monrovia, Liberia, prepared for the occasion, at the request of 
the Executive Committee. 

Rev. Joseph Tracy, D. D., presented and read extracts from 
an Historical sketch of the rise and progress of the Society. 

Rt. Rev. Thomas M. Clark, D. D., made an Address. 

Rev. John Maclean, D. D., pronounced the benediction, and 
the Society, at 9.45 o’clock, adjourned. 


Wepnespay, January 16, 1867. 


The American Colonization Society met at its rooms this 
day at 12 o’clock M., President Latrobe in the chair. 

The minutes of the last annual session and of the meeting 
of last evening, were read and approved. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to nominate a 
President and Vice-Presidents for the ensuing year. 

Rev. Dr. Maclean, William V. Pettit, Esq., and Rev. W. H. 
Steele were appointed the Committee. 

The Committee, through their Chairman, Rev. Dr. Maclean, 
made a report, recommending the election of the following: 
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President : 
Hon. Joun H. B. Latrose. 


Vice-Presidents : 


1, Rev. Jeremiah Day, D. D., Connecticut. 35. Rev. Howard Malcom, D. D., Pennsylvania 


2. Moses Allen, Esq,, New York. 36. Rev. John P, Durbin, D. D., New York. 

8. Rev. James 0. Andrew, D.D,, Alabama. 37. Edward MoGehee, Esq., Mississippi. 

4, Hon, Walter Lowrie, New York, 38. Hon. Thomas H. Seymour, Conn. 

5. Stephen Duncan, M, D., Mississippi, 39. Rev. Osmon C. Baker, D. D., N. H. 

€, Hon. William C. Rives, Virginia. 40. Rev, Edmund 8. Janes, D. D., New York. 
7. Hon, Henry A. Foster, New York. 41. Rev. Matthew Simpson, D. D., Penna. 

8. Robert Campbell, Esq., Georgia. 42. Rev. Levi Scott, D. D., Delaware. 

9. Hon. Peter D. Vroom, New Jersey, 43. Rev. Ralph R. Gurley, D. C. 
10, Hon. James Garland, Virginia. 44. Rev. Robert Paine, D. D., Mississippi. 
11. Hon. Willard Hall, Delaware. 45. Rev. Robert J. Breckinridge, D. D., Ky. 
12. Gerard Ralston, Esq., England. 46, Rey. Thomas A. Morris, D. D., Ohio. 


13. Rev. Ebenezer Burgess, D, D., Mass. 47. Henry Stoddard, Esq., Ohio. 

14. Thomas R. Hazard, Esq., Rhode Island. 48. Rev. Edward R. Ames, D. D., Maryland. 
15. Hon. Lucius Q. C, Elmer, New Jersey. 49. Rev. James 8. C. Finley, Ilinois. 

16. Rt. Rev. Charles P. McIlvaine, D.D., Ohio. 50. Hon, Edward Bates, Missouri. 

17. Hon. Joseph R. Underwood, Kentucky. 51. Hon. John F. Darby, Missouri. 


18. Rev. Joshua Soule, D. D., Tennessee. 52. Rev. Nathan L. Rice, D. D., New York . 
19, Rev. Thomas C. Upham, D. D., Maine. 53. Hon. Joseph B. Crockett, California. 
20. Hon. Thomas W. Williams, Conn, 54. Hon. Henry Dutton, Connecticut. 

21. Rev. John Early, D. D., Virginia. 65. Hon, George F. Patten, Maine. 

22. Rev. Lovick Pierce, D. D,, Georgia, 56. Richard Hoff, Esq., Georgia. 

23. Hon. Robert J. Walker, New York. 57. Henry M. Schieffelin , Esq., New York. 
24. John Beil, M. D., Pennsylvania. 58. Rev. John Maclean, D. D., New Jersey. 
25. Rev. Robert Ryland, D. D., Virginia. 59. Richard T. Haines, Esq., New York. 
26. Hon. Frederick P. Stanton, D, C. 60. Freeman Clark, Eaq., Maine. 

27. Hon, James M. Wayne, Georgia. 61. William H. Brown, Esq., Illinois. 

28. Hon. Washington Hunt, New York. 62. Hon, Ichabod Goodwin, New Hampshire. 
29. Hon. Horatio Seymour, New York. 63. Hon. John Bell, Tennessee. 

80. Hon. Joseph A, Wright, Indiana. 64. Hon. William E. Dodge, New York. 

81. Hon. George F. Fort, New Jersey. 65. Robert H. Ives, Esq., Rhode Island. 

82. Hon. Ralph I. Ingersoll, Conn. 66. Rev. Thomas DeWitt, D. D., New York, 
33. Hon. Joseph R. Ingersoll, Pennsylvania. 67. Hon. James R. Doolittle, Wisconsin. 

84. Hon. Edward Coles, Pennsylvania. 68. Samuel A. Crozer, Esq., Pennsylvania: 


On motion, it was 

Resolved, That the Society confirm the nominations and 
elect the persons named in the report. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, 'That the Society do now adjourn to meet on the 
third Tuesday in January, 1867, at 7} o’clock, p. M., at such 
place as the Executive Committee shall appoint. 

Attest, Wma. CopprnGer, 

Secretary. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 


Wasurnerton, D. C., January 15, 1867. 

The Board of Directors of the American Colonization 
Society met this day at 12 o'clock, m., in their rooms in the 
Colonization Building, corner of Pennsylvania avenue and 
Four-and-a-half street. 

The President, Hon. John H. B. Latrobe, took the chair, and, 
at his request, Rev. William E. Schenck, D. D., opened the 
meeting with prayer. 

The Board proceeded to the appointment of a Secretary ; 
and, on motion of Rev. Dr. Tracy, William Coppinger was 
appointed. 

Rev. Dr. Tracy, Mr. Pettit, and Rev. Mr. Steele were ap- 
pointed a Committee on Credentials; who, subsequently, made 
a report, which was accepted and approved. 

DELEGATES APPOINTED FOR 1867. 


Vermont—George W. Scott, Esq.* 

Massachusetts—Hon. G. Washington Warren, Joseph 8. 
Ropes, Esq. 

Connecticut—Hon. Samuel H. Huntington, Hon. James T. 
Pratt,* Gen. E. A. Elliot,* H. A. Elliot, Esq.,.* H. M. Benedict, 
Esq.,* Rt. Rev. Thomas M. Clark, D. D., H. O. Pinneo, Esq.,* 
E. H. Roberts, Esq.,* W. W. Wakeman, Esq.,* Daniel Phillips, 
Esq.,* Rev. Wm. W. Turner,* Rev. George H. Clark,* Dr. H. 
A. Grant,* Samuel Coit, Esq.,* H. Tudor Brownell, Esq.* 

New York—Thomas Davenport, Esq., Hon. James W. Beek- 
man.* 

New Jersey—Hon. F. T. Frelinghuysen,* Hon. A. G. Cat- 
tell,* Rev. R. M. Abercrombie, D. D., Rev. William H. Steele, 
Rev. Robert L. Dashiell, D. D. 

Pennsylvania—William V. Pettit, Esq., Rev. Thomas §S. 
Malcom, Rev. William E. Schenck, D. D., Rev. Howard Malcom, 
D. D.,* James P. Michellon, Esq. 

LIFE DIRECTORS. 

Rev. William McLain, D. D., Rev. John Maclean, D. D., Dr. 
James Hall, Rev. John Orcutt, D. D., Rev. Ralph R. Gurley, 
Rev. - Joseph Tr Tracy, D. D. 


—— 





* Not present. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 
Dr. Harvey Lindsly, William Gunton, Esq., Rev. George W. 
Samson, D. D., Hon. Peter Parker, Hon. John B. Kerr. 
The minutes of the last session of the Board, held January 
16th and 17th, 1866, were read. 
Mr. Coppinger, Corresponding Secretary of the Society, 
presented and read the Annual Report of that body. 


On motion of Mr. Ropes, it was 

Resolved, That the Annual Report be accepted, and so much as relates to 
Foreign Relations, Finance, Auxiliary Societies, Agencies, Accounts, and 
Emigration, be referred to the several Standing Committees in charge of 
these subjects respectively. 

Rev. Dr. McLain, as Financial Secretary of the Society, 
presented the Annual Statement of the Executive Committee, 
which was read. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That the Annual Statement and accompanying papers be accepted 
and referred to the appropriate Standing Committees. 

Dr. James Hall, as Agent of the Society for the ship, presented 
and read a report. 

When, on motion, it was 

Resolved, That the report and accompanying financial statement of Dr, 
Hall be accepted and referred to the standing Committee on Accounts. 

- The following are the Stanptnc Com™irress, as appointed 
by the President : 
Foreign Relations----.....--- Rt. Rev. T. M. Clark, D. D. 


Rev. John Maclean, D. D. 
Rev. Thomas 8S. Malcom. 


Rev. Joseph Tracy, D. D. 
Penemeeain 5 204 bet, Rev. William H. Steele. 
e Dr. James Hall. 


Hon. G. Washington Warren. 
Auxiliary Societies .-...-.---. Rev. John Oreutt, D. D. 
Rey. R. L. Dashiell, D. D. 


Hon. Samuel H. Huntington. 
BINS c.on.c0e cocaine Rev. W. E. Schenck, D. D. 

Thomas Davenport, Esq. 

Joseph S. Ropes, Esq. 
Accounts. .-.------- 2-0. ---=-= { James P. Mic elion, tisq. 


, . William V. Pettit, Esq., 
Emigration -..-.....--.-== — { Rev. R. M. Abercrombie, D. D. 
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On motion of Rev. Dr. Samson, it was 

Resolved, That a Committee of seven be appointed to confer with the 
proper aathorities of the Government in regard to an appropriation by Con- 
gress for the purposes of the Society. 

Resolved, That the President be Chairman of the Committee. 

Bishop Clark, Rev. Mr. Steele, Mr. Pettit, Mr. Warren, Rev. 
Dr. Abercrombie, and Mr. Huntington were appointed, and 
with the President of the Society, constitute the Committee. 

A communication was read from S. G. Lane, Esq., Secretary, 
Concord, N. H., transmitting copy of action of the New Hamp- 
shire Colonization Society, at its annual meeting held June 14, 
1866, proposing amendments to articles 5, 6, and 7 of the Con- 
stitution of the American Colonization Society. Publication 
of the same having been duly made in The African Repository, 
on motion of Rev. Dr. Orcutt, it was 

Resolved, That the proposition be referred to a Special Committee. 

Rey. Dr. Oreutt and Messrs. Warren and Pettit were ap- 
pointed the Committee. 

A letter was read from Rev. John M. Dickey, D. D., Presi- 
dent of the Trustees of Lincoln University, Oxford, Pennsyl- 
vania, January 14th, stating “that application has been made 
to our professors for a well qualified corps of engineers for ex- 
ploration on the West Coast of Africa, by the officers of the 
Liberia Government. The men have offered themselves, and 
our professors have promised to prepare them as speedily as 
possible,” and asking whether the Society “can aid in any way 
in procuring from any of the Departments of our Government 
apparatus suitable for the purpose.” 


A letter was read from H. M. Schieffelin, Esq., Yonkers, N. - 


Y., January 5, with copy of letters from Mr. B. Anderson, 
Monrovia, October 13, 1866, and President Warner, in relation 
to an exploration of the country east of Liberia by Mr. Ander- 
son, and inquiring if this “Society would like to make any ap- 
propriation for the purpose of increasing the outfit necessary.” 


On motion, it was 

Resolved, That the communications just read be referred to the Committee 
to confer with the heads of Departments in regard to Government aid to 
this Society. 
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On motion of Rey. Dr. Tracy, it was 


Resolved, That the Board do now adjourn to meet to-morrow morning 
at 10 o'clock. 


CotonizaTIon Rooms, 
Wasuineron, D. C., January 16, 1867. 


The Board met at 10 clock, a. M., pursuant to adjournment ; 
the President in the chair. Prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. 
Abercrombie. 

The minutes of yesterday were read and approved. 


On motion of Rey. Dr. Tracy, it was 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to nominate officers for the 
ensuing year. 

Rev. Dr. Tracy, President Maclean, and Rev. Mr. Steele were 
appointed the Committee. 


On motion of Rev. Dr. Orcutt, it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Board be given to Rev. Dr. Tracy for 
his interesting and valuable Historical paper presented at the meeting last 
evening, and that with such additions as he may see fit to make, a copy be 
requested for publication. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Board be tendered to the Rt. Rev. T. M. 
Clark, D. D., for his able and eloquent Discourse last evening, with the re- 
quest that he furnish a copy for publication. 

On motion of Rev. Dr. Schenck, it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Board be tendered to the Hon. John H. 
B. Latrobe for his able and interesting Address last evening, and that a copy 
be requested for publication. 

On motion of President Maclean, it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Board be tendered to President Warner 
and Mr. H. W. Johnson, Jr., of Liberia, for their interesting papers, pre- 
pared at the request of the Executive Committee for the Semi-Centennial 
Anniversary of the Society. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee be requested to take such steps 
as may be necessary to procure an act of Congress changing the name of the 
ship Golconda to Mary Caroline Stevens, in accordance with the action of 
the Board at the time when the sale of the M. C. Stevens was authorized. 


On motion, it was 
Resolved, That the Board do now adjourn to meet immediately after the 
business meeting of the Society. 

















56 PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. [Feb. 


12.45 o’ciock, P. M., January 16, 1867. 
The Board resumed its session. 
On motion of Rev. Mr. Steele, it was 


Resolved, That the Rev. Dr. Tracy be requested to take charge of and 
euperintend the publication of a Memorial Volume, with the expression of 
the wish of the Board that the best style of American typography and bind- 
ing be employéd on the occasion. 

Hon. Mr. Huntington, as Chairman of the Standing Com- 
mittee on Agencies, presented and read the following report, 
which was accepted, and the accompanying resolution was 
adopted : 

The Standing Committee on Agencies beg leave to present 
the following report: 

For several years past, owing to the peculiar condition of our 
country, the agencies of the Society have necessarily fallen off, 
so that, at the present time, there is but one Agency proper in 
existence—that embracing Connecticut and Rhode Island. 

The almost entire suspension of emigration until within the 
year past has, of course, favored this state of things. But the 
Committee believe that the time has now arrived when the 
necessity for funds to be expended in aiding emigration will be 
felt more strongly than at any former period of the existence 
of the Society. The fruits of a half century's continued effort 
are almost to be realized—when the existence of this Society 
will be recognized as one of the instruments of an over-ruling 
Providence in solving the great problem as to the disposition 
of the African race now in our country; and it is confidently 
believed that in future the destre to emigrate to Africa on the 
part of our colored population will constantly and greatly 
increase. 

Under these circumstances the Committee think that efforts 
to raise funds should be at once revived and made to correspond 
to this new state of things—to the existence of four millions 


of free people of color whose interest will lead them to seek a: 


home in Africa, instead of comparatively a few—in fact here and 
there one who might come within the constitutional provisions 
of the Society. 

The Committee, therefore, would recommend that Agencies 
and Auxiliaries be revived and established as soon as possible. 
To this end they suggest that the Executive Committee take 
up the subject at an early day and adopt such measures as will 
tend to conduce to the collection of funds from all parts of the 
country, avoiding, however, every interference with arrange- 
ments already put in action by local Societies. 
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They, therefore, submit the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee be, and are hereby, requested to 
establish Agencies and Auxiliary Societies where they do not now exist, and 
adopt any other measures, which, in their opinion, will tend to increase the 
contributions to the Society. 

The Committee cannot conclude this report without express- 
ing their full appreciation and approval of the labors of the 
Rev. Dr. Oreutt in aid of contributions and donations, by will 
and otherwise, to the funds of the Society. 

Rev. Dr. Tracy, as Chairman of the Special Committee to 
nominate officers for the ensuing year, reported verbally, re- 
commending the re-election of the present officers, as follows : 

Financial Secretary and Treasurer—Rev. William McLain, 
D. D. 

Travelling Secretary—Rev. John Orcutt, D. D. 

Corresponding and Recording Secretary—William Cop- 
pinger. 

Executive Committee—Harvey Lindsly, M. D., Joseph H. 
Bradley, Esq., William Gunton, Esq., Rev. George W. Samson, 
D. D., Hon. Peter Parker, Hon. Samuel H. Huntington, Hon. 
John B. Kerr. 


On motion, it was 
Resolved, That the Board confirm the nominations by the Committee, and 


-elect the persons named in their report. 


Mr. Pettit, as Chairman of the Standing Committee on Emi- 
gration, presented and read the following report, which was 
accepted and approved: 

The Committee on Emigration respectfully report: 

They have taken the general subject confided to them into 
consideration. They are gratified to learn that so large a num- 
ber has voluntarily asked to be taken to Liberia, and that the 

rospect of a revival of emigration was such as to induce the 

ixecutive Committee to purchase a ship to supply the place of 
the Mary Caroline Stevens, in order to carry on our great and 
specific work. 

Many hundreds have already been sent according to their 
wishes, and many hundreds more have applied for transporta- 
tion during the present year, and good reasons exist for the 
supposition that large numbers of our colored population will 
now be applicants for our aid. 

*x * * * * * * 


Rev. Dr. Orcutt, as Chairman of the Special Committee to 
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. whom was referred the proposition of the New Hampshire 


Society to amend the Constitution of the American Colonization 
Society, presented and read the following majority report: 

The Special Committee to whom was referred the proposition 
to make sundry amendments to the Constitution, presented 
by the New Hampshire Colonization Society, have attended to 
the subject submitted to them, and respectfully report : 

That they do not think it advisable to make any change, 
except the following in the 6th and 7th articles, viz: 

That the 6th article be amended by striking out all after the 
word Board, and inserting the following :—* The President of 
the Society shall also be a Director ex-officio, and President of 
the Board; but in his absence at any meeting, a Chairman 
shall be appointed to preside.” 

And that the 7th article be amended by striking out all 
after the word quorum, and adding, “for the transaction of 
business.” 

Mr. Pettit, of the same Committee, presented and read a 
minority report. 

Whereupon the recommendations in the majority report 
were, after consideration of the whole question, decided in the 
affirmative—the vote being—ayes 10, nays 4. 

Mr. Ropes,as Chairman of Standing Committee on Accounts, 
presented and read the following report, which was accepted, 
and the accompanying resolutions were adopted : 

The Committee on Accounts have examined the books of 
the Society for the last year, as well as the accounts of Dr. 
James Hall, in connection with the ship Golconda, and have 
found the same correctly kept and properly vouched. The 
Committee recommend the adoption of the following resolu- 
tions: 

1. Resolved, That the accounts of the Financial Secretary for the past 
year be approved. 

2. Resolved, That the accounts of Dr. Hall, connected with the ship Gol- 
conda, be approved, and that he be employed as Agent of the ship. 


Mr. Warren, as Chairman of the Standing Committee on 
Auxiliary Societies, presented and read the following report, 
which was accepted and approved : 


The Committee on Auxiliary Societies beg leave to submit 
their report. 
* * * * * * * 
A pressing need has been shown for the sum of one hundred 
thousand dollars a year, in order to send out the people who 
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are now offering to go. This sum would enable the Executive 
Committee to send to Liberia about 1,200 persons a year, and 
while this number can be well spared from our colored popula- 
tion without detriment to the substantial interests of the 
country, it will seem to give strength to the Republic, so that 
in afew years, with other additions, it will become the seat 
of a flourishing empire. 

In the opinion of the Committee, this Society ought to retain 
its present building unencumbered by debt, and as large an 
interest fund as it now has—and it should rely upon the con- 
tributions of Auxiliaries and of individuals, for obtaining the 
means of keeping up the regular semi-annual trips to Liberia, 
and for furnishing the necessary supplies to the emigrants. 
Let the Auxiliary Societies be earnestly requested to present 
the cause to the benevolent within the scope of their ieleaaen, 
and let the Parent Society through its Executive Committee, 
Board of Directors, and other officers make every effort to 
raise the necessary funds. In this way, the great scheme of 
African Colonization can be best promoted under a uniform 
system of measures adopted and sanctioned by the Board, and 
emanating from the capital. 

Let it now be determined to raise one hundred thousand 
dollars this year, and it willbe done. This would be no greater 
demand, considering the increased resources of the country, 
than was contemplated to be urged at the formation of this 
Society by the united co-operation of the most eminent 
Christians and patriots of the country. Public notice should 


- now be given, that our ship will be ready to take out next 


May, six hundred persons who are now ready and anxious to 
a but the Society wants the necessary funds to send them. 

o such an appeal, earnestly made in every part of the Union, 
there ought to be, and if we have faith followed up by strenuous 
efforts, there will be, a hearty and a satisfactory response. In 
this way, by keeping the subject constantly before the public 
mind, we may be able to carry on our noble work, and still 
retain to the Society the means of keeping up its corporate 
existence. 


President Maclean, as Chairman of the Standing Committee 
on Foreign Relations reported verbally that there was nothing 
requiring the action of the Committee at the present session of 
the Board. 


On motion it was fhm, 


Resolved, That the Annual Report be referred to the Executive Committee 
for publication. 
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On motion of Mr. Warren, it was 
Resolved, That ‘the Board do now adjourn to meet this evening at 7} 
o'clock. 





74 o’cLock, P. M., January 16, 1867. 

The Board met this evening—the President in the chair. 

Rey. Dr. Tracy, as Chairman of the Standing Committee on 
Finance, presented and read the following report, which was 
accepted and approved : 

* * * * * * * 

The Committeeon Finance ask leave to report:—That it 
appears that, to meet the expenses of the late sudden and great 
increase of emigration, it has been necessary to reduce the 
amount of invested funds, $25,000. <A similar reduction next 
May, though it must be endured unless funds from other sources 
obviate the necessity, would be a very great calamity. The 
amount now held is as little as will enable the Society to go on 
with the confidence of being able to meet sudden and unex- 
pected calls on its resources without embarrassment. To keep 
unimpaired this moderate and necessary reserve, an income of 
$100,000 from other sources, called for by the Treasurer, is not 
too large. How, and from what source can this income be 
obtained ? 

The action already recommended by other Committees, and 
approved by this Board, may be pers to do much, and 
perhaps all that will be needed, and this Committee is not able 
to propose any others, with confidence in theirsuccess. If the 
State Societies heartily and vigorously co-operate, and do uot 
or their funds on favorite measures of their own, they 
will do a large part of the necessary work. 

* * * * * * * 

A motion has been made in the Legislature of Tennessee, to 
So funds to be paid to this Society in aid of emigratiun 
to Liberia, with the hope that it will pass at a future session, 
if not at the present. Perhaps the same may be done in other 
States. This subject, the Committee doubt not, will receive 
all such attention from the Executive Committee as promises 
to be advantageous. 

The following action was had, on motion of Mr. Pettit: 

Whereas, The operations of the Auxiliary Societies in some of the States 
have been impaired, and in others suspended by reason of the peculiar con- 
dition of affairs within the last few years ; and 

Whereas, It is not probable that they will be effectively renewed as early 
as the necessities of our position requires: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee be authorized and requested to ap- 
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point Agents to solicit funds, in co-operation with State Societies, where they 
exist, and with other friends of our cause in States where they do not exist, 
at as early a day as may consist with a proper sélection, and with their own 
discretion in regard to the subject im general. 

On motion of Hon. Mr. Warren, it was 

Resolved, That, in view of the great work to be accomplished by the 
American Colonization Society, it is highly desirable and necessary that one 
hundred thousand dollars be raised daring the current year; and that meas- 
ures should be immediately taken by the Executive Committee to raise thissum 
through the different State Societies, and by Agents to be appointed by the 
Executive Committee. 

On motion of President Maclean, it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Board be presented to Mr. Coppinger for 
his laborious and faithful services as Secretary of this body. 

On motion of Mr. Pettit, it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Board be tendered to the President for the 
able and dignitied manners in which he has presided over our deliberations. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That after the reading of the Minutes, and appropriate devo- 
tional exercises, the Board adjourn to meet at this place, on the third Tues- 
day in January, 1868, at 12 o’clock, m 

The minutes were read and approved. 

The Board united in prayer, offered by Rev. Mr. Steele, and 
then adjourned. 

Joun TH. B. Larrose, 

Attest, President. 

Ws. Coppinerr, Secretary of the Board. 
ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS NEEDED. 

The American Colonization Society enters this year on a new 
half century of existence. 

Under its auspices Liberia has grown to be a nation with a 
history, a government, and a prestige, and toward her shores 
the eyes of the Southern freedmen are turning more and more. 
At this time the spontaneous demands for passage are unpre- 
cedently numerous and urgent. Shall we be compelled to re- 
fuse anxious hundreds the means of reaching their ancestral 
land for the lack of adequate funds to send them forth ? 

To help this people is “to doit unto Him.” Africa stretches 
out her hands to America. She is saying: “The way to reach 
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me is through my sons and daughters, once torn from my 
bosom, but restored with the culture of civilization and with 
the spirit and message of the Son of God.” 

To keep our packet ship fully employed in the carriage of 
about 1200 emigrants, to sail from one of our Southern ports 
on the first days of May and November next, and their 
settlement in Liberia, the sum of ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND 
DOLLARS is required. Shall we have it? We take courage 
from the very occasion of this appeal. May the final summing 
up of the results of the present year show a magnificence un- 
paralleled, and a work more ample, aggressive, and encour- 
aging than we have ever before reported. 





THE ANNUAL MEETING. 

The Board met on Tuesday, January 15, and adjourned on 
the succeeding (Wednesday) evening. The attendance was 
not so large as it might have been, yet, on the whole, highly 
respectable. The deliberations were marked with considerable 
interest, and no little ability. The speeches were ad- 
mirable, and all felt that it was good to be there. Of this 
Annual Meeting, a writer in the “The Presbyterian” says: 
“ The meetings were characterized by unusual hopefulness and 
determination to push forward vigorously the work of the 
Society, and if possible, to achieve during the coming year 
great things for the oppressed sons of Africa and for the 
kingdom of the Redeemer.” 





NORTHERN NEW ENGLAND. 

Rev. Franklin Butler has retired from the agency of the 
American Colonization Society for the States of Maine, New 
Hampshire, and Vermont, with “the profoundest interest in 
the great work of the Society as the best instrument ever yet 
devised for the welfare of Africa and her scattered children, 
and for the discharge of America’s debt to the black man.” 

In accepting Mr. Butler’s resignation, the Executive Com- 
mittee voted their appreciation of his fidelity and discretion in 
the prosecution of the work in which he has been engaged for 
the last seven years. 
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Receipts of the American Colonization Society. 
From the 20th of December, 1866, to the 20th of January, 1867. 
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Those who wish to make bequests to the American Colonization Society 
can best secure their object by using the fyllowing form, viz: 

‘I give and bequeath the sum of dollars to A. B., in trust for the 
Ameriéan Colonization Society,’’ &c. 
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REGULAR PACKET FOR LIBERIA. Ne 
The American Colonization Society will dispatch their superior ship Oni 
“Goleonda,"’ 1016 tons, for Liberia, on the first day of May and the first Lat 
day of November, regularly. To industrious and worthy people of color, oa 
the Society will give passage and subsistence on the voyage—made in about PEs 
forty days—support for the first six months after landing, and a building Ire: 
lot or small farm of land. These are all gifts—never to be repaid. | 
Those wishing to remove to Liberia should make application, addressed - 
EC 





to Rev. William McLain, D. D., Financial Secretary, or to William Cop- 
pinger, er gg Secretary of the American Colonization Pat 
Washington, D 









—< > — 


THE AFRICAN REPOSITORY, 
Published on the first of every month, is the official organ of the American 
Colonization Society. It is intended to be a record of the Society's pro- 
ceedings, and of the movements made in all parts of the world for the civ- 
ilization and evangelizativn of Africa. It is sent without charge, when 
requested, to the officers of the Society and of its auxiliaries, to life mem- 
bers, and to annual contributors of ten dollars and upwards to the fu 
of this Society. To subscribers it is supplied at one dollar per annum, 
eble in advance. Remittances for it may be made tothe address of the 
Financial or the Corresponding Secretary of the Society. — 
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